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Mass Communion Lectors
5:00PM D. Haggerty R. Gola ———S-
V. Haggerty——S-—Wilsen
Monday December 15Aprit28, 2025
: _ i ireg- 6:30AM L. Konopka John Robbins—S-
Brown M. Konopka
6:30  Mae Fisch req. by Brian & Alicia Graham&:00 8:00AM — F-Sweeten L
Teson R. JohnsonR—Fuhan

8:00  Patricia Shane req. by David Gunn

J. Klady

Tuesday December 16.April29; 2025 ’
: . ! . 10:00AM T. Marrin N. Burnosky
6:308:00 Shannon Nealon req. by Linda Quigley

8:00  Leon Flanagan req. by Mom & Dad

Wednesday December 17y, April30; 2025
6:30  Donna Brindel req. by William Bell8:00-Fiffanie

8:00  Pope Francis req. by Susan Guest

Thursday December 18May-1, 2025

6:30 __ Elmer O’Brien req. by Lacney Family
8:00  James / Ed McGuckin req. by Shannon McGuckin

Friday December 19.May-2; 2025

30 Linda Dhioi v Mari & Paul Kl

6:30  Catherin Clark req. by Family8:00——Tiffanie
8:00  Dominic D’Adamo req. by Fischer Family9:00
e e e Sl D]

Saturday December 20, May-3;-2025
8:00 Gregory DiPasquale req. by Mike Ciampoli-Rese

Ricerardi-reg-h-Cotleen-dPatrtehRicetardt
5:00PM Garry Passio req. by Alice BalkirRichardDittert
reg—by-Mena-Dittert

Sunday December 21May4, 2025
6:30__ Leon Flanagan req. by Mom & Dad etk

S e e e

8:00 MacDonald/Howard Fam req. by Kloepfer
FamHely-SewlestnPursatoryreq—by-Marythner
10:00__Mary Viscusii req. by Cheryl Traynor—Mariyn

12:00 Edward Murray req. by Anthony & Pat
ViscusceHelen & Gerard-Bockletreg-by-Family

T.Cullen—— P.Kolman
B. Wagner J. Lynch

12:00PM B. Richmond B. Gibbons

R-Su
a4

D. Bores¥—Spear

PRIEST MASS SCHEDULE FOR
SUNNDAY, DECEMBER 21-MAYH4, 2025

5:00PMM E Fr. John-
6:30AAM _Fr. KirkKdirk
8:00AM Fr. KirkKairk

10:00AM Fr. John
12:00PM Fr.- John
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Rita Whalen- former parishioner
Nancy Larovere-Matteo- former parishioner
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Louise Rimdzius- daughter of Mary Ann Delp
Marie Jacobs- parishioner
Mary Williams- parishioner

All deceased parishioners, their relatives, and friend:
Marie M cohi

Dorothy Massaro- friend of Jim Colombo
Mary Agnes O’Toole — mother of Kathleen Rayca
Marlene Gisso — parishioner

Join Father Ryan for a
Grace-filled Advent Bible Study

For those in the armed forces: Jordan Olszewski-Army; Jack Coffey-
Air Force; Jacob Gizzi-Marines; Joseph Pitts-Air Force; Brendan Vizza-
Marines; Andrew Morrison, Marine Corp; Eric Cha.rles Taylor-Navy,
Emma Marks-Navy; Ryan Sylvester-Air Force;

Justin T. Erbrick-Army; Sean Conroy-Navy; Joseph Erbnck 1II-
Marines; Joseph Costick-Coast Guard; Christopher Smith-Navy; Alex
McAneney-Air Force; Brian McGinty-Marines; Dan O’Brien-Air
Force; Ashley O’Brien-Air Force; Daniel Patty-Navy; Michael
Sheppard-Air Force; Hoku Teson-Army; John McFillin-Navy; Trevor
O’Malley-Army; Daniel Taylor-Air Force; Stephen Winther-Marines;
Bobby Winther-Navy; Amanda Smith-Navy; Joseph Patty-Army;
Christian Curtis-Marines; Thomas Campbell-Marines

Divine Mercy Prayers are on the third Sunday of each Month
after the 10 AM Mass. All are welcome.

Hospital Visits - If you are in the hospital and would like a visit
from a priest, please call the rectory office at 215-637-7515. Due
to HIPPA laws we are unable to get information from the
hospital - we must hear directly from the patient./family-

FAMILY MATTERS

Heavenly Father, grant that our love goes beyond
the home and into the world so that we may do our
part to build up the Kingdom and help the poor.

Prepareyour-heart-for-Christmas with Scripture,
reflections, and community
Waiting in Joyful Hope
An Advent Bible Study Series
Monday, December 15
Monday, December 22
Monday, December 29
All sessions begin at 6:30PM
Lower Church
Our Lady of Calvary Parish
Come as you are — all are welcome
No need to register, just bring your Bible

CHRISTMAS WAFERS - (OPLATEK) are now
available (until December 17) at the Convent or
School Office during regular business hours. A
goodwill offering is appreciated,
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VISCONT FAMILY's 20" ANNUAL ST. FRANCIS

INN BLANKET DRIVE — with the help of our
family, friends and neighbors we have been able
to spread warmth around the Philadelphia area
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and we sincerely thank you. You may drop off all
blanket to the Visconto Funeral Home, 2031
Vista Street. You are also welcome to call us at
215-637-8184 and we will be happy to pick your «
blankets up. Drop off dates and times is
December 14th from1-3PM. Thank You!
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PARABLES & PIZZA — Young adults in their 20's and
30’s are welcome to join us for a Bible Study series
focusing on the parables of Jesus! Next meeting is

hdi f Philadelphia Office for Life-and-Famibris +
i f Y P S

Hica-of Ss. ! . -

tho-have been ied-1-5-years10,25-and-50-years—Regi +
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TEMPORARY ENVELOPES — Please remember before placing a temporary

envelope in the Offertory basket at Mass to write your name and address
on the front of the envelope. Temporary envelopes are located right
inside the front doors of the Church. Thank you for your continued
support of Our Lady of Calvary Parish.

A

December 30 at Resurrection of Our Lord Life Center,

2000 Shelmire Ave. No RSVP required. Contact us at
ccyanphilly@gmail.com

CONGRATULATIONS to our FOOTBALL MANIA
WINERS from November 16 - #1842, 2122 and
November 23 - #1683, 1665, 2222- ($100.00),1766,
2349, 1712. And December calendar winners #769
and 419.

Catholic Housing and Community Services — Do you
need information about home care services,
transportation options, financial benefits, health
insurance, legal documents, social activities, home-
based therapies, housing, etc...? There are a variety of
community resources available that provide services
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Katherine Elder Care Program — Lisa Shousky, Elder
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Al Anon meeting at 7:00PM on Sundays (in person) in the lower
church meeting room.
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JThe coming of God'’s Kingdom will bring even those things
that seemed weak or marginal to fulfillment. *

wTy '

BULLETIN SPONSOR OF THE WEEK

The word greatly needs this-hope!” he said-“Nothingis —

CATHOLICMATC.com/datePA
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Articles from the Vatican:

A

Pope at Angelus: Advent calls us to prepare for, the

impossible for God. Let us prepare ourselves for His
Kingdom; let us welcome it.”
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In Conclusion, Pope Leo XIV invited Christians to
embrace the spirituality of Advent, which he said is
“very luminous and concrete.” “The streetlights remind
us that each of us can be a little light, if we welcome
Jesus, the shoot of a new world.”

A

—Lord’s Day Reflection: George Bailey meets John the

Baptist by Jenny Kraska

just Judge

‘At the Angelus prayer, Pope Leo XIV reflects on the

At this time of year, Hove to-watch /t's a Wonderful Life —one-of —

\ [Formatted: Font color: Custom Color(RGB(68,114,196))
[ Formatted: Font: 8 pt

‘| Formatted: Font: 10 pt

Formatted: Font: 10 pt

o )

[Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 10 pt, No underline ]

- [Formatted: Font: 11 pt ]

Formatted: Font: 8 pt

Formatted: Font: 10 pt

my favorite Christmas movies. No matter how many times 've

urgency of preparing for the coming of the Kingdom of God

and our encounter with Jesus, the just Judge.

seen it, the story of George Bailey still strikes something deep
within me. George begins overwhelmed, worn down, unsure of

his purpose. Yet through a surprising messenger — an unlikely

‘By Devin Watkins

“John the Baptist” named Clarence-he is confronted with the truth -

about his life; the good he has done, the distortions he’s come to

Pope Leo XIV prayed the noon-day Angelus with the

believe, and the grace that has been quietly holding him all

faithful gathered on Sunday in St. Peter's Square, as the

along. By the end of the movie his circumstances haven't

Church celebrated the Second Sunday of Advent.

changed, but he has. His eyes are opened. In many ways, this is

precisely what Advent is meant to do for us: Awaken us, reorient

In his address, the Pope recalled John the Baptism’s

us, and prepare us to see our lives truthfully in the light of God.

preaching in the desert of Judea: “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand!”

]Each day, we pray the Our Father, in which we ask “Thy

John cries out with a voice that refuses to be ignored: “Repent

kingdom come.” With those words, he said, we invite
God'’s kingdom to enter our world and recognize that the
course of history is not controlled by the powerful of this
world. “Let us put our thoughts and energy at the service
of God who came not to reign over us, but rather to free
us,” said the Pope. “This is the ‘gospel,’ the truly good
news that motivates and draws us in.”

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” His message is not a
gentle seasonal reminder; it is a spiritual alarm. The wilderness
he stands in is not far from where we find ourselves-those interior
spaces marked by distraction, exhaustion, uncertainty, or fear.
John'’s voice cuts through all of that with a single invitation:
prepare the way of the Lord.

Preparation in the Christian life is more than adjusting a few
habits. It is allowing God to reorder our hearts. It means lettin

John the Baptist’s preaching was severe, admitted Pope

grace soften what has grown rigid, opening room where

Leo. Yet, he said, his words are a call to take life seriously,
urging us to prepare ourselves today “for the encounter
with Him who judges not by appearance, but by our deeds
and the intentions of our hearts.” When Jesus came the
first time, He came in meekness and mercy, surprising

John the Baptist.

resentment or discouragement has taken root, and pruning away
what no longer bears fruit. John’s radical call is a call to honesty

and humility-a willingness to let God reshape us.

Providentially, this second week of Advent is also rich with
Marian feasts, each illuminating the Gospel’s invitation in a
unique way. On Monday, the Feast of the Immaculate

Conception reminds us that salvation-

Jesus, said the Pope, resembles the sprout on a

seemingly dead trunk spoken about by the prophet Isaiah.
His coming, was not for power or destructions, but rather
brought about rebirth and renewal. “This is what the
Church experienced in the Second Vatican Council, which
concluded exactly sixty years ago,” noted Pope Leo XIV.
“That experience is renewed when we journey toward the
Kingdom of God, together with all those who eagerly
welcome and serve it.”

A

conceived without sin, is the perfect image of what it means to-be —
wholly receptive to God. Where John urges conversion, Mary
shows the beauty of a heart fully open to the Lord. On

Wednesday, the Church honors Our Lady of Loreto, celebrating

the Holy House where the Annunciation took place. That tiny
humble home became the setting of the Incarnation. Loreto
teaches us that God desires to enter the ordinary spaces of our
lives-our homes, conversations, and routines. John says,

“Prepare the way”. Loreto shows that the way begins exactly

where we are.”
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Preparation in the Christian life is more than adjusting a
few habits. It is allowing God to reorder our hearts. It
means letting grace soften what has grown rigid, opening,

Americas, who comes close to the poor and the burdened. Her
words to St. Juan Diego- “Am | not here, | who am your mother?”
— reveal the tenderness of God’s nearness. Her presence
consoles even as John’s words challenge. Together, they unveil

the fullness of Advent: poth the call to transformation and the

assurance that God walks with us in it. As we continue this
sacred season, may John the Baptist awaken us, Mary

accompany us, and Christ find in us a heart ready to receive
Him anew,
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