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Monday
December 30, 2024
8:00
MaryJane Kerns req. By Chris & Curt Graybeal
Tuesday
December 31, 2024
8:00
Kolek Family req. by Ruth Ann McCann
5:00PM Joan Hummel req. by Bill & Claudia Neary

Wednesday
January 1, 2025
6:30
Joan Liston req. by Kathy Reilly
8:00
Joseph McCullough req. by Family
10:00
Francis Gorski req. by Family


Thursday
January 2, 2025  
6:30
Joanmarie Nolan
8:00
Leon Flanagan req. by Parents
Friday

January 3, 2025

6:30
Bill Knox req. by Peggy Knox

8:00
Dave Delp req. by Ruth Ann McCann
Saturday
January 4, 2025
8:00
 John Cinousis req. by Gessner Family
5:00PM
 Lepre & DeLisi Family req. by Family
Sunday

January 5, 2025
6:30
Samuel Melecio req. by Son
8:00
Josephine Juliano req. by Family
10:00
Cummings Fam req. by Gene & Peg Cummings
12:00 
James McGinnis, Jr req. by Jackie Massott
LITURGY SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY  5, 2025 
Mass

Communion

Lectors
5:00PM

R. Gola






C. Gola

6:30AM

L. Konopka

8:00AM

J. Teson


R. Juliano


10:00AM
E. Taylor



T. Cullen
12:00PM
R. Spear


J. Spear
PRIEST MASS SCHEDULE FOR

SUDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025
                            5:00PM
 Fr. John
  6:30AM            Fr. Kirk
8:00AM
Fr. Kirk
               10:00AM
  Fr. John
                            12:00PM            Fr. John 
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All sick parishioners, their relatives, and friends:
All deceased parishioners, their relatives, and friends:
For those in the armed forces: Joseph Pitts-Air Force; Brendan Vizza-Marines; Andrew Morrison, Marine Corp; Eric Charles Taylor-Navy; Emma Marks-Navy; Ryan Sylvester-Air Force; Kyle Higgins-Army; Justin T. Erbrick-Army; Sean Conroy-Navy; Joseph Erbrick, III-Marines; Joseph Costick-Coast Guard; Christopher Smith-Navy; Alex McAneney-Air Force; Brian McGinty-Marines; Dan O’Brien-Air Force; Ashley O’Brien-Air Force; Daniel Patty-Navy; Michael Sheppard-Air Force; Hoku Teson-Army; John McFillin-Navy; Trevor O’Malley-Army; Daniel Taylor-Air Force; Stephen Winther-Marines; Bobby Winther-Navy; Amanda Smith-Navy; Joseph Patty-Army; Christian Curtis-Marines; Thomas Campbell-Marines
Divine Mercy Prayers are on the third Sunday of each Month after the 10 AM Mass. All are welcome.
Hospital Visits - If you are in the hospital and would like a visit from a priest, please call the rectory office at 215-637-7515. Due to HIPPA laws we are unable to get information from the hospital - we must hear directly from the patient/family.
BLESSING for a NEW YEAR

Remember us, O God;

from age to age be our comforter.

You have given us the wonder of time,

blessings in days and nights, seasons and years.

Bless your children at the turning of the year

and fill the months ahead with the bright hope

that is ours in the coming of Christ.

You are our God, living and reigning, forever and ever. Amen

-Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers
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 On behalf of Mrs. Costello, Mrs. Picinich, Sr. Mildred, Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, Our Lady of Calvary School and Rectory Staff, Deacon Ed Town, Deacon John Teson, Father Kirk and Myself we would like to wish our parish family and friends Happy New Year. May God bless you and yours with a very healthy and happy year.
TEMPORARY ENVELOPES – Please remember before placing a temporary envelope in the Offertory basket at Mass to write your name and address on the front of the envelope. Temporary envelopes are located right inside the front doors of the Church and can be used if you forgot your envelope or did not receive your regular mailing envelopes or if you are a visitor. Putting cash in an envelope and not identifying yourself is the same as simply putting loose cash in the basket which is fine, but does not require an envelope. If you are attending and contributing to the Church regularly, please call the Rectory Office to pursue being added to your membership files and receive pre-printed envelopes which can be used to record your offering and produce a tax statement of your charitable contributions. Thank you for your continued support of Our Lady of Calvary Parish.

CASH CALENDARS are being sold in the OLC Rectory during regular business hours. This is a very important fundraiser for our Parish – please support us if you are able.  The cost of each calendar is $40.   Thank you!
CALVARY SENIORS meet every Tuesday at Regina Coeli Hall (across from Torresdale train station), 9617 James Street. Doors open at 9:30 and the meeting start at 10:30. NO MEETING ON DECEMBER 31 – meetings resume JANUARY 7, 2025.
Al Anon meeting at 7:00PM on Sundays (in person) in the lower church meeting room. 
Christmas Week

 December 30 and 31 – Daily Mass at 8:00 AM ONLY

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Tuesday Vigil, December 31 – 5:00PM

Wednesday, January 1 – 6:30, 8:00, 10AM Only

(there is NOT a 12:00PM Mass)

Villa Maria by the Sea Retreat Center – Stone Harbor, NJ is offering the following:

Wednesday, January 22 – 10AM-4PM $25
Private Day of Prayer – On the Day of Prayer for Legal Protection of the Unborn, spend fa quiet day praying for the intention of the right to life from conception until natural death. Throughout the day, there will be periods of communal prayer for this very special intention. Lunch and Mass provided.

Friday, January 31 – 8:45AM-2:15PM - $60*

Arise and Call her Blessed presented by Sr. Sheila Galligan, IHM – Come to celebrate God’s gift of his mother, Let’s “push pause” and take some time to slowly squeeze the juice out of the descriptive “Blessed” as well as our everyday “go to” prayer: the Hail Ma ry. Coffee and check-in beings at 8:45AM. The day includes Mass and lunch - *you may opt to stay overnight the evening before this event for an addition $95.

For more information or to register, visit www.VMbytheSea.com
Catholic Housing and Community Services – Archdiocese of Philadelphia – Community Resources – Do you need information about home care services, transportation options, financial benefits, health insurance, legal documents, social activities, home-based therapies, housing, etc..?

ST. KATHERINE ELDERCARE PROGRAM – There are a variety of community resources available that provide services to seniors and disabled adults. If you are interested in finding out what community resources are available for your, your family, or your friend, please call Lisa Shousky at 267-251-7766.
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The Lasting Message of Christmas Joy

Every Christmas season we hear “Joy to the Word’ proclaimed in song while painfully aware of our very broken world. And we do rejoice that “the Lord is come” and fervently wish that every heart would open itself to His truth and grace. The Church gives us a great blessing through an extended Christmas season that goes on intensely for 12 days to January 6, the Feast of the Epiphany, which celebrates the coming of the Magi to honor the Christ Child. The Magi represent the fact that Jesus was not just the Jewish Messiah but a Savior for the Gentiles as well. Then the festive time extends to the next Sunday celebrating the Baptism of Our Lord, which varies every year. Finally, there is a longstanding tradition of keeping the Christmas season until Candemas, or the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord, on February 2, a full 40 days after Christmas.


Joy is strangely compatible with suffering. In fact, adverse conditions only seem to make Christmas more poignantly beautiful. Films love to portray Christmas in the midst of the tragedy of war. The contrast pulls at our heartstrings. There was a famous Christmas Truce in 1914 a few months after the start of World War I. At different places along the front ceasefires were arranged to bury the dead, but on Christmas Eve some of the trenches were so close to each other that they could hear each other’s carols. Imagine the haunting beauty of “Silent Night” wafting across no man’s-land from the German side. Almost irresistibly it was picked up in two tongues and sung in unison. Soldiers on each side deeply desired that heavenly peace unattainable here below.


Yes, there is reason that Christmas is the favorite time of the year of more than just little children. It provides hope in a world that is always full of suffering and even despair. There is nothing as innocent and harmless as a little child. I believe that the terrible frenzy of the partisans of abortion has a demonic character to it. Satan is most pleased when what is sacred and innocent is defiled or killed. The joy and beauty of the new creation of a baby shows both God’s power and goodness. The devil cannot create, he can only ape or imitate and destroy.


The part of the Christmas story that is most tragic is the Massacre of the Innocents ordered by King Herod. His reaction to the news from the Wise Men 2 that a great Messiah was born was to use deception to find out where Jesus was and then to order the killing of all the baby boys in Bethlehem. God could not permit his Son to be murdered as a child, but He did not stop Herod’s fury from falling on the Holy Innocents. They are celebrated as the first martyrs for Christ only three days after Christmas on December 28.

We have this opportunity every Christmas season to celebrate the incredible generosity of God in taking on flesh and our human condition. The Christ Child was born in a stable and laid to rest in a manger. I read that when shepherds in the area of Bethlehem saw a particularly perfect spotless newborn lamb, they would wrap it up in swaddling clothes and lay it in one of the big stone mangers to protect it from damage. They preserved these perfect lambs for sacrifice to God in the Temple. When the shepherds came in the night to worship Our Lord, the way they found him must have prefigured to them his purpose and destiny to accept the sacrifice of the cross to redeem our sins.


In the end, God did not spare His only Son but accepted his offering up of himself for humanity. Yes, Christmas is full of joy and peace. It is a time of generosity and light in the midst of the darkest and coldest part of the year in the Northern Hemisphere. It also prefigures the sacrifices that faith calls us to make. We are called to defend the innocent, to stand for the truth, and to bear the burdens of others. Christmas should remind us that God gave us the example that we must follow.

Joseph Meaney, President, National Catholic Bioethics Center                 
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