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PRAYER

or the infirm of our parish
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All sick parishioners, their relatives, and friends:
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All deceased parishioners, their relatives, and friend:
wﬁ JDal ; l‘] L of Lillian Dal

Ron Mulray — brother of Chris Mulray
John O’Connor — son of John & Patrica O’Connor
Nancy Lee - parishioner

For those in the armed forces: Jordan Olszewski-Army: Jack Coffey-
Air Force; Jacob Gizzi-Marines; Joseph Pitts-Air Force; Brendan Vizza-
Marines; Andrew Morrison, Marine Corp; Eric Charles Taylor Navy,
Emma Marks-Navy; Ryan Sylvester-Air Force;

Justin T. Erbrick-Army; Sean Conroy-Navy; Joseph Erbnck 1II-
Marines; Joseph Costick-Coast Guard; Christopher Smith-Navy; Alex
McAneney-Air Force; Brian McGinty-Marines; Dan O’Brien-Air
Force; Ashley O’Brien-Air Force; Daniel Patty-Navy; Michael
Sheppard-Air Force; Hoku Teson-Army; John McFillin-Navy; Trevor
O’Malley-Army; Daniel Taylor-Air Force; Stephen Winther-Marines;
Bobby Winther-Navy; Amanda Smith-Navy; Joseph Patty-Army;
Christian Curtis-Marines; Thomas Campbell-Marines

Divine Mercy Prayers are on the third Sunday of each Month
after the 10 AM Mass. All are welcome.
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SAVE THE DATE — October 18, 2025 from 12PM to  Formatted: Font: 11 pt )
7PM is OUR LADY OF CALVARY'S OKTOBERFEST. This [Formatted: Font: 11 pt ]
will be a Family Friendly Event in the church parking

lot and school gym. Come out and enjoy food, beer

entertainment and shopping. No outside alcoholic

beverages are permitted. Please contact Sheila

Picinich at s.picinich@olcalvlaryschool.org, with any ( Formatted: Font: 11 pt )
questions. [Formatted: Font: 11 pt ]
Mission Sunday is the second collection on the ( Formatted: Font: Bold )

Hospital Visits - If you are in the hospital and would like a visit
from a priest, please call the rectory office at 215-637-7515. Due
to HIPPA laws we are unable to get information from the
hospital - we must hear directly from the patient./family-

weekend of October 18 and 19. The Holy Father
invites all Catholics to support Missio-his charity
for world mission-through a special collection.

This day of prayer, solidarity and giving unites
Catholics worldwide to share the Good News of
God's love which has the power to transform

lives and heal our world. .

The Wonders of the Mass — A Step-by-Step Walk

FAMILY MATTERS

We are God’s children and He loves each
one of us. Can it get any better than that? We
seem to know a lot about Jesus but do we
actually know Him? Let’s continue to build a
personal relationship with Jesus and share it

with our family.

4

through the Mass — Please join us on Wednesday,
October 22 and 29 from 7 to 8PM — speaker is Fr.
David Friel (Directory of Liturgy; chair and assistant <
professor of the Department of Pastoral Theology at

S. Charles Borromeo Seminary.)

Parent Auxiliary of BSA Troop/Cub Pack 460 presents
Purses and Power Tools Bingo on Saturday,
November 15" from 7PM-11PM at Our Lady of
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Calvary gym. Tickets $35/person. For tickets,
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donations or more info contact Stephanie at 267- ha

688-5334.
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CALVARY SENIORS — Meetings are held on Tuesday at Regina

Coeli Hall (across from Torresdale train station), 9617 James
Street. Doors open at 9:30AM and meetings begin at 10:30AM.
Come and enjoy coffee and snacks. Play 25 cents a card Bingo or
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Pinochle.

MEMORIAL FUND

Thank you to Maryanne & Frank Benner for their

donation in memory of Ron Mulray,
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BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Sessions are held in the OLC lower church meeting
room (enter by way of the ramp on the rectory side
of the Church) from 7:00PM to 8:30PM on the

Join the Alumnae and Friends of St. Hubert for their 4%
Annual Bambi Bolt supporting the school’s Athletic
Department and the 15 clubs and sports teams. Sunday,
November 2 at 8:30AM at Pennypack Park (Rhawn St.
entrance) — 5K Run, 1M Walk, 5K Virtual Run — register at
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following Tuesday evenings:

www.sthubertalumnae.org/shop
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October 14 Changed Forever

October 21 Surviving Stress & Loneliness

October 28 Feelings of Denial, Bargaining
& Guilt

November 4 The Value of Memories and

Personal Bereavement
Reflections
No prior sign up is necessary...come to whatever
sessions you can attend. Changes in dates and topics
are possible,
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October 13 at Saint John Cantius Church, Thompson
Street at Orthodox at 7:00PM. All are welcome to
participate in the closing devotions to Our Lady of
Fatima.

Join us for a public square Rosary Rally on October 22
2025 at 12PM-1PM. We will meet on Comly Road, across
the street from the Pepsi-Cola Building. For any guestions,
please call Zoltan at 215-205-6478. Hope to see you there.
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TEMPORARY ENVELOPES - Please remember before placing a temporary
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BULLETIN SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 0/

VISCONTO FUNERAL HOME

envelope in the Offertory basket at Mass to write your name and address
on the front of the envelope. Temporary envelopes are located right
inside the front doors of the Church. Thank you for your continued
support of Our Lady of Calvary Parish.
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Spiritual Battles and the Pro-life Movement 4/'

The Intellectual Life, the Spiritual Life, Truth, and Goodness
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As human beings, we are the very horizon of
eternity, as St. Thomas would say: the horizon aeternitatis.
We are not just animals, and we are not angels. We are in
between the angels and the animals. We can sympathize
with both. What distinguishes us from the animals is our
capacity to reason with our faculties, our intellect and our
will. The animals have passions. We also have passions. We
have the irascible and the concupiscible passions. When
we see some ice cream, we want to go after it with
concupiscible desire, or when we see something that we do
not like, we get angry with irascible repulsion. To have
integrity, however, means that one controls these passions
via the developed use of the faculties of the intellect and the
will. Such integrity was one of the preternatural gifts which
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development of understanding life in the depths, so the

spiritual dimension is based on the linguistic capacity of the
faculty of the intellect. It is a capacity with much potential
and needs to be formed accordingly, like we see in the
formation of the conscience, the cum scientia (“with

knowledge”).

The intellect comes to understand what is true from
what is false to guide the will to do what is good and avoid
what is evil, the very foundation of moral life, i.e.
synderesis. What is true is adaequatio intellectus ad rem. It
is to understand reality, not to form reality. When language
takes a course of its own, it tries to from reality. This is what
is ideology, as we see with the gender movement and the

we had before the Fall, the so-called prelapsarian state.
After the Fall, in the so-called postlapsarian state, | have to
say “developed,” because it takes time for us to learn self-
control. This does not happen to animals, though careful
studies cited by Alasdair MaclIntyre show the complexity of
their behavior. For instance, studies on dolphins have given

whole of the so-called sexual revolution. Simone de
Beauvoir, for instance, says you are not born a woman but
become a woman. Essentially, she is a nominalist, an
ideologist who tries to form reality with her words.
Language is what can define reality, so it needs itself to be
guided by the truth, by what reality is, and be able to define

us much to consider in this field. What is developed?
Linguistic capacity is something unique to higher souls. The
higher the spiritual dimension, the more clear, precise, and
profound the linguistic capacity is. After all, our Lord is
called the Logos, the Word. In one Word, everything is
simply known. God knows everything within himself, St.
Thomas reminds us. Angels also have such an intuitive
knowledge, though not as much as God does, because they
are creatures and limited by their grasp of reality. An angel
does not know creatures by receiving from the known
object the form of its knowledge but rather by knowing
himself as well as the innate ideas that God placed in him at
the moment of his creation, which causes him to participate
in the knowledge that God has of creatures. A spiritual
substance knows other things by knowing itself as their
cause or else as their effect. Since we are not entirely
spiritual but rational animals, then we learn via the senses
step by step in what is called the discursive intellect. The
spiritual life is very much based on the faculty of the
intellect that “reads into” (intus legere) reality.

The discursive intellect becomes ever more
intuitive and able to understand things in the course of time.
This is why to fight to regulate our concupiscible and
irascible appetites or passions, we need to form the faculty
of the will, otherwise known as the rational appetite, by
means of the faculty of the intellect, which, in turn, is
informed by faith. That is the key when Michael Augros talks
about the distinction between animals and human persons
(specifically human persons, not angelic persons, not
Divine persons, but human person). Language is the key
difference. Language permits us to understand universals,
i.e., to understand principles above the concrete
phenomena which we experience. Therefore, we can go
beyond mere appearances. Augros uses an example of
going to the zoo and seeing a giraffe. The giraffe does not
speak a different language, like someone who speaks
Chinese or another language. It is on an entirely different
plane. The giraffe simply cannot speak a language that
understands principles, a language formed by grammar.

Between a Chinese-speaking person and an English-
speaking person, both can _understand certain universals-

it. Language cannot dominate it as nominalist philosophy
does. In fact, | often like to say that ideology is about
making reality fit one’s idea; it is literally the opposite of the
definition of truth. | like to define it as adaequatio rei ad
intellectum. | am already getting into some touchy issues,
because these are part of the spiritual warfare in which we
are involved. In many ways, spiritual warfare is about
refining our intellect according to what is true to form our
wills to seek what is truly good for us. So often, we seek
apparent goods, and this is what leads us to the misery we
see all around us. People are “looking for love in all the
wrong places,” as the famous 1980 Johnny Lee song would
say. Today, we are even beyond sex, ironically. Many
youngsters do not engage in very much sex. They are too
enthralled by all that technology has to offer. They are
becoming, in many ways, transhuman and posthuman, and
this is precisely what the demons want. The demons want
to erase the image of God, because sin alone cannot erase
that. Sin takes away our likeness to God, but not our image,
St. Thomas specifies. To take away our image is to take
away our nature, to make us unlike God. To be transhuman,
after all, is to be posthuman. We are operating in a world of
inverted order today, even in Christian academe. Rather
than basing our beliefs of reality in the order of Revelation
(and Tradition), philosophy, natural science, then
experience, today we begin with experience, then go on to
natural sciences, and philosophy, to conclude by rubber-
stamping our belief of tangible experience with Revelation.
We see this in Richard and Christopher Hays’ recent book,
The Widening of God’s Mercy: Sexuality within the Biblical
Story.
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